BELARUS’ SOCIAL POLICY
 

Belarus’ social policy prioritises the interests of ordinary citizens and supports people in difficult life situations. Despite global trends, sovereign Belarus has managed to preserve free education and free medical care. Every citizen receives a pension, every mother enjoys financial support on the birth of a child, and every child has access to free education. Men and women are equal in all spheres in Belarus, including education, work, raising children, receiving of allowances and social guarantees. 
Family and children under state protection. State family support is a key direction of state social policy and a foundation of demographic security. An efficient system operates regarding legal guarantees and privileges for families with children, involving payment of allowances in connection with the birth and upbringing of children, providing free meals to children aged 0-24 months and other types of state targeted social assistance. 
Families with many children enjoy special state care, with substantial state investments applied to improve living conditions for this category of family and to provide privileged (free) meals at educational establishments. 
Apart from financial support at legislative level, legal guarantees are provided to families with children, regarding employment, tax and pensions. Public and religious associations play an important role in strengthening family values and enhancing the prestige of the family. Belarus is ranked 25th among 179 countries worldwide for offering favourable conditions for motherhood: the best result within the CIS.
State targeted social assistance.  In 2001, a system of targeted social assistance was introduced, aiming to provide temporary financial support to low-income individuals and families experiencing difficult situations. It is also designed to ensure the maintenance of income for low-income people, at the level of the living wage on average per capita 

Social protection for the elderly and disabled. In line with the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, citizens are guaranteed a pension. At present, almost a third of the Belarusian population receives a pension (over 27 percent).

In the Republic, pensions are paid relating to age, disability, the loss of a breadwinner (including to parentless children), for long service and for outstanding service to the country. Following social policy, as part of special state programmes, support is rendered to those in need, across various categories of citizen. Assistance is provided in maintaining their standard of living, solving social problems, and offering psycho-social and medical rehabilitation.

Social services. Countrywide, social services centres have been established and are developing to meet state social standards. There are 146 such centres, helping individuals and families. Citizens with disabilities are being provided with high quality social services, including home visits, reflecting their individual needs. 

Moving with the times, social services are offering new forms of help, including hourly care of small children, and assistance with the care of disabled children for single-parent families. 

At the initiative of local executive and administrative bodies, the country’s regions are introducing new forms of living arrangement for the elderly and for people with disabilities.

Rural areas are widely applying innovative care solutions for the elderly, including homes which offer semi-independent living, and accommodation with ‘foster families’.

Social services offer help in so many forms: consulting-informational, social-intermediary, social-medical, social-educational, social-residential, social-psychological, and social-rehabilitation among them.

